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1. ღონისძიებები, რომლებიც თავმჯდომარეობის ფარგლებში ჩატარდება
	
	ღონისძიებები
	ადგილმდებარეობა
თარიღი
	 
შენიშვნა

	1. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს გენერალური მდივნის ვიზიტი საქართველოში საქართველოს თავმჯდომარეობის პრიორიტეტების გაცნობის მიზნით
	თბილისი, ოქტომბერი 2019
	საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო 

	2. 
	თავმჯდომარეობის გადაცემა საფრანგეთიდან საქართველოსთვის
	სტრასბურგი, 27 ნოემბერი 2019
	საქართველოს საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო

	3. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს საპარლამენტო ასამბლეის ბიუროს სხდომა
	თბილისი, 
ნოემბერი 2019
	საქართველოს პარლამენტი
 

	4. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს საპარლამენტო ასამბლეის მუდმივმოქმედი კომიტეტის სხდომა
	თბილისი,
ნოემბერი 2019
	საქართველოს პარლამენტი
 

	5. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს საპარლამენტო ასამბლეის დიასპორის ქვეკომიტეტის სხდომა
	თბილისი,
ნოემბერი 2019
	საქართველოს პარლამენტი

	6. 
	ანსამბლ „სუხიშვილების“ კონცერტი/მიღება
	სტრასბურგი,
დეკემბერი 2019
	საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო

	7. 
	სტრასბურგის მთავარ მოედანზე საშობაო ბაზრობაზე კოტეჯის დადგმა
	სტრასბურგი ნოემბრის ბოლოდან დეკემბრის ბოლომდე
	საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო
ტურიზმის ეროვნული ადმინისტრაცია

	8. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს საპარლამენტო ასამბლეის ზამთრის სესია
(საგარეო საქმეთა მინისტრთან ერთად შესაძლებელია საქართველოს პრეზიდენტის/პრემიერ მინისტრის მონაწილეობა)
	სტრასბურგი, 
იანვარი 2020
	საქართველოს პარლამენტი, 
საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო

	9. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს ადგილობრივი და რეგიონული ხელისუფლებათა კონგრესის მონიტორინგის კომიტეტის შეხვედრა (თან ახლავს თემატური კონფერენცია)
	თბილისი, თებერვალი 2020
	საქართველოს რეგიონული განვითარებისა და ინფრასტრუქტურის სამინისტრო
(მონიტორინგის კომიტეტის 120 სრულუფლებიანი წევრი)

	10. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს ადგილობრივი და რეგიონული ხელისუფლებათა კონგრესის 38-ე სესია(მიზანშეწონილია საქართველოს რეგიონული განვითარებისა და ინფრასტრუქტურის მინისტრის მონაწილეობა) 
	სტრასბურგი, 
მარტი 2020
 
	საქართველოს რეგიონული განვითარებისა და ინფრასტრუქტურის სამინისტრო.
The Chairmanship is also invited to organise a side event which presents one of its towns or regions or a cultural peculiarity of the country. This side event would need to be financed by the Georgian authorities.

	11. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს საპარლამენტო ასამბლეის გაზაფხულის სესია
(საგარეო საქმეთა მინისტრთან ერთად შესაძლებელია საქართველოს პრეზიდენტის/პრემიერ მინისტრის მონაწილეობა)
	სტრასბურგი, 
აპრილი 2020
	საქართველოს პარლამენტი, საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო

	12. 
	ევროპის საბჭოს მინისტრთა კომიტეტის 130-ე სესია, თავმჯდომარეობის გადაცემა
	თბილისი, 
მაისი 2020
	საქართველოს საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო




2. ევროპის საბჭოს მიერ შემოთავაზებული ღონისძიებები
1. 
	
	 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	High-level conference on the priority Juvenile Justice

	DATE/PLACE
	February/March 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	

	COMMENTS

	იუსტიციის სამინისტროსთან ერთად უნდა დაიგეგემოს მაღალი დონის საერთაშორისო კონფერენცია თბილისში (თებერვლის ბოლოს ან მარტის დასაწყისი.

	
	პრიორიტეტი: Juvenile Justice 




2. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance
Department of Democratic Governance, involving:
- CDDG
- Centre of Expertise
- INGO Conference

	Title of proposed event/activity
	New forms of citizen participation in political decision making: Citizens’ Jury and wrap-up Conference in Tbilisi

	DATE/PLACE
	January 2020 – April 2020 Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The Government of Georgia is committed to open government initiatives. The Centre of Expertise will co-operate with central and local authorities in setting up and piloting a participation initiative in political decision-making in the City of Tbilisi. This could take the form of a Citizens’ Jury/Panel or participation platforms. CoE Guidelines on civil participation in political decision-making, Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)4 on the participation of citizens in local public and Toolkit on Civil Participation to be promoted.
Results are to be presented, discussed and disseminated during an international Conference in April or May 2020.
Participants: CDDG members, INGO Conference members, European and local experts, local and central authorities of Georgia. 

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Partially secured: the costs of setting up the citizen participation initiative would be split between CoE operational budget (Good Governance and Civil Society) and Georgia. The cost of the Conference will be borne mostly by the CoE operational budget.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	If the results of this initiative are positive, it could be promoted and replicated in other countries by the Centre of Expertise and the CDDG.
Depending on the theme of the 2019 WFD, the initial results of this initiative could be presented during one of its labs.

	 
	პრიორიტეტი: Good Governance and Citizen Participation







3. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) + European Landscape Convention

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International conference by the Georgian chairmanship on “Linking Human Rights and Environmental Protection” 

	DATE/PLACE
	27 February 2020/Georgia

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The Georgian chairmanship wishes to promote the interrelationship between human rights and environmental protection. The possible outcomes of the international conference could be: CM guidelines / standards / principles on the responsibility of member States about environmental harm arising from private industries as well as fair compensation for environmental nuisance affecting property.
Participants: Ministers and/or high-level representatives responsible for environmental protection in the Council of Europe member States. Planned by the Georgian authorities in collaboration with two Divisions: The Division of Major Risks and Environment and the Division of Landscape and European Heritage Days.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Partially funded by Georgian authorities
Foreseen in the Programme / Budget 2020/21

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Raising the importance of protecting the environment, mitigating climate change and preventing natural disasters are a common concern to all Council of Europe member States. The Georgian initiative will contribute to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to which the Council of Europe is fully committed. A draft concept paper is attached.



	 

	პრიორიტეტი: Human Rights and Environmental Protection;



4. 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	An international scientific conference on human rights and environmental protection 

	DATE/PLACE
	March 2020. Strasbourg

	SHORT DESCRIPTION 

	An international scientific conference on human rights and environmental protection, targeting ECtHR judges, case-lawyers, academics, NGOs, students, and to a lesser extent also, representatives of State authorities should be organised by the Registry of the European Court of Human Rights in April 2020 in the Court’s premises. It is to last 1.5 days. The Conference aims at facilitating a debate among practitioners and academic experts in the international environmental law and the human rights law. 
This scientific event would represent the first concrete follow-up of the Chairmanship high-level event.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	

	COMMENTS

	Organised by the Registry of the European Court of Human Rights in April 2020 in the Court’s premises.

	 
	პრიორიტეტი: Human Rights and Environmental Protection;







5. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Culture and Cultural Heritage Division 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Interaction of Culture and Education Policy

	DATE/PLACE
	Place tbc. 1-day expert exchange in March 2020 (possibly linked to the spring meeting of the CDCPP Bureau).

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Georgia has recently undergone a reorganisation involving the merger of the Ministry of Education and Science and the Ministry of Culture and Sport. 
Aim: This new setting offers opportunities for enhanced synergies between culture and education that can be beneficial for addressing issues of arts/culture/heritage education, and also for coping with the needs of increasing globalisation, inclusive societies and with culture-based creativity and creative economy as a main driver of economic development in the 21st century. The Georgian case may provide interesting insights to other countries that seek to optimise policy interactions in these areas.
Participants: Representatives from Ministries of Culture and Education/ CDCPP delegates, Culture, Arts and Heritage Education Professionals, Teachers and Artists, Pupils.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	No budgetary provisions made yet; 2020 budget (ordinary budget) still unknown.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	A Cultural Policy Peer Review (July-October 2018) was carried out in 2018 focusing on the reform of the Georgian Arts Education System. This Review can be used as a case study in the context of a larger reflection on optimising the interaction between cultural and educational policy in areas of interest to both such as Arts, Culture and Heritage education and strategies for capacity building in modern societies.

	 

	პრიორიტეტი: Interaction of Culture and Education Policies.




6. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Youth Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional event on the state of youth work and its relevance for youth policy in Eastern Europe and the Caucasus

	DATE/PLACE
	First week of December 2019, Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: Event aimed at enhancing evidence base for youth work policy design and implementation; holding a deeper reflection on the state of youth work and youth policy in the region, also in vie w of the forthcoming 3rd European Youth Work Convention of 2020; promoting relevant European support mechanisms, documents and tools.
Participants: Youth workers and policymakers from the East European and Caucasus countries, working at local and national levels; researchers.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Foreseen in the programme of activities of the partnership on youth between the European Commission and the Council of Europe, validated by the partner institutions. The event will be fully financed.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This activity will reflect on the state of youth work in the East European and Caucasus countries and on how to foster a better correlation of its needs and those of young people with the reality of youth policy, both on a regional level and with consideration for European institutional developments. 

	 
	პრიორიტეტი: Youth 








7. 
	Directorate/Service
	ODGP: Office of the Directorate General of Programmes

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Launching of the Council of Europe’s Action Plan for Georgia 2020-2023 (subject to adoption by the Committee of Ministers)

	DATE/PLACE
	tbc/ Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Launching of the Council of Europe Action Plan for Georgia 2020-2023 confirms the joint commitment of the Organisation and Georgian authorities to the implementation of the Action Plan.
Aim: acknowledge contribution of the Council of Europe to the reform process in the country; present to the international community and donors the priorities of the Action Plan.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	funded

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This activity is subject to adoption of the Action Plan for Georgia 2020-2023 which is envisaged in autumn 2019. Launching is attended by SG/DSG in the capital. 

	  
	საგარეო საქმეთა სამინისტრო






8. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Anti-Discrimination, Anti-Discrimination Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Georgian Culture, arts and literature: Testimonies of  Diversity

	DATE/PLACE
	tbc

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Cooperation project “Fight against discrimination, hate crime and hate speech in Georgia” 2018-2021. 
Aim: Against this frame, a national competition will invite school and university students to explore Georgian History, its literature and arts and submit (through creativity expressions and short articles) their interpretations of historical examples celebrating the diversity of Georgia. 
An award ceremony will be held in Georgia and a selection of articles and creative expressions will be exhibited in Georgia and at the CoE Head office in Strasbourg. The winning entries will be published and used in awareness raising initiatives under the cooperation project.
Participants: School and University students 
Launch event and exhibition in Tbilisi and Strasbourg for General Public.
Organised in cooperation with Georgian Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports and State Ministry for Reconciliation and Civic Equality.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	VC: ‘Fight Against Discrimination, Hate Crime and Hate Speech in Georgia’ 2018-2021

	 
	 










9. 

	Directorate/Service
	DG I - Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law 
Human Rights National Implementation Division 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International conference “Fight against impunity and effective investigation/prosecution of ill-treatment” 

	DATE/PLACE
	TBD

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: In the context of the recent legislative initiatives of the Georgian authorities under the National Human Rights Action Plan 2018/2020, the proposed High-Level international conference will highlight the importance of effective investigation of ill-treatment based on ECHR standards and emphasize the role of the State to ensure adequate modalities to fight impunity. Furthermore, the conference will underline Georgia’s international commitments to respect rule of law. 
Participants: Representatives of the EAP countries and other CoE member States; representatives of national authorities and Civil Society organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Not secured 

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	The activity can be co-funded by several projects dealing with this issue in the region within the PGG 2 or VCs.

	 
	This Conference will take place anyway 




10. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGI - Information Society Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional Conference on Data Protection

	DATE/PLACE
	May 2020, Batumi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
	Aim: Regional Conference on Data Protection to review the implementation of Convention 108+, assess the new data protection challenges and review appropriate responses and instruments.
Organised by the Data Protection Unit

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	€30.000 OB
Pending budget appropriations

	COMMENTS

	Possibly jointly organised with a Workshop on cooperation between law enforcement and service providers by the Cybercrime Programme Office.

	 
	This Conference will take place anyway 













11. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGI/GRECO

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Conference on “Impact of GRECO Anti-Corruption Reforms: from Theory to Practice”

	DATE/PLACE
	TBD  

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
	Aim: The aim of the event would be to show case the impact of GRECO-driven anti-corruption reforms in our member States 

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Partially

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	As GRECO marks its 20th anniversary, countries (including Georgia) subject to its evaluations have carried out numerous reforms – from transparency of party funding to higher ethical standards in the public sector, from criminal law reforms to independent anti-corruption bodies. The impact this progress had in society would be highlighted. 

	 
	









12. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGI - Information Society Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Workshop on cooperation between law enforcement and service providers 

	DATE/PLACE
	February 2020, Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: Regional workshop on law enforcement/service provider cooperation under the joint project CyberEAST.
Organised by the Cybercrime Programme Office 

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	€20.000, new project CyberEast
Funding Potentially Secured

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Possibly organised jointly with a Regional conference on data protection by the Data Protection Unit.

	 
	









13. 


	Directorate/Service
	DGI – Division for Legal Co-operation

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Strengthening the independence and professionalism of lawyers (conference or meeting)

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, March/May 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The event will serve either as a milestone within the 30-month regional project on strengthening the profession of lawyer in line with European standards as part of the 2nd CoE/EU Programme on Good Governance, or as a kick-off event for the committee of experts responsible for drafting a convention on the profession of lawyer (subject to CM decision). 
Participants: Representatives from National Bars, National experts and authorities as relevant.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	PGG 2 funding is available. OB funding will be available for an expert committee meeting should the CM decide on drafting the proposed convention.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	The Tbilisi International Conference of Lawyers held on 8-9/11/2018 supported the drafting of a CoE convention on the profession of lawyer and the Government is generally favourable to strengthening the profession and improving the quality of legal services provided by its members. The dates are provisional.

	
	




14. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG I - Human Rights National Implementation Division 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International high-level conference - Fight against impunity - zero tolerance policy 

	DATE/PLACE
	TBD

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Under the Governmental Action Plan on Human Rights (2018-2020) Georgia took the obligation to strengthen legal, procedural and institutional mechanisms for fight against ill-treatment. The Government of Georgia undertook a responsibility of developing policy of Criminal Law, legislation and practice aiming to improve protection of human rights, in accordance with international and constitutional standards. 
Aim: The conference will stress the importance and various experiences of effectively combatting against ill-treatment based on the ECHR standards; emphasize the role of the States in ensuring adequate approaches to fight impunity; discuss how the CoE member States meet their international commitments to respect the rule of law and to eradicate ill-treatment practices. It will be a platform to discuss how to ensure a firm implementation of the policy of zero tolerance.
Participants: Around 100: Representatives of the EAP countries and other CoE member states; representatives of national authorities (Ministries of Interior and Justice, Prosecutor General Office, Courts, Parliaments, Ombudspersons,) and Civil Society organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	

	 
	This Conference will take place anyway 




15. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGI- Human Rights Policy and Cooperation Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Seminar on vulnerable persons and decision-making process in the biomedical field

	DATE/PLACE
	Strasbourg – dates to be fixed.

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: The concept and possible limits of personal autonomy have been at the centre of numerous cases addressed by the European Court of Human Rights, namely in the field of biomedicine (See “Bioethics and case law of the Court). As identified at the Conference organised on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Oviedo Convention (November 2017), the evolution of practices is raising concerns with regard to the participation of persons who are particularly vulnerable in decision-making process in health care. 
Aim: This seminar will aim at addressing those issues in practical terms with a view to facilitate the implementation of the relevant human rights principles (e.g. informed consent). 
Participants: Experts from member States, patients associations and human rights organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING
	BO

	COMMENTS
	

	 
	This Conference will take place anyway 





16. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Alternative options: 
a) Event on media and gender equality
b) Launch and/or awareness-raising event regarding the CM Recommendation on preventing and combating sexism

	DATE/PLACE
	March – May 2020, Strasbourg/Tbilisi (tbc)

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	a) Political relevance: The GEC, in co-operation with the CDMSI, is currently working on the update and follow-up to a handbook on the implementation of CM Recommendation (2013)1 on gender equality and media. This work is expected to be concluded by end-2019. 
Aim: the Georgian Chairmanship would be a timely opportunity for a launching event of this new tool, on a topic of high political relevance and sensitivity (notably for the increasing relevance of online media).
b) Political relevance: The recommendation will include the first internationally-agreed definition of sexism and will be the first dedicated legal instrument to tackle it. 
Aim: Georgia has been active in the GEC during preparation of the recommendation, and a regional event to raise awareness about it and discuss specific challenges with respect to its implementation in the region would be a very good opportunity to identify prospects for cooperation. 
Participants: GEC members, expert speakers, secretariat.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Budget for an annual event is included in the Gender Equality Division’s budget
Foreseen in OB (subject to confirmation of the budget allocated for the biennium 2018-2019).

	 
	





17. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG I - Human Rights National Implementation Division 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	High level international conference - Challenges of combating Hate Crimes/Role of Law Enforcement and Prosecuting Authorities 

	DATE/PLACE
	TBD

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Effective investigation and prosecution of crimes committed on discriminatory grounds including hate motive remain a problem in Georgia. In 2016, the Georgian authorities (Ministry of Justice and the Human Rights Secretariat) requested the support of the Council of Europe to further implement measures to combat discrimination on the grounds of SOGI, in line with CM Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)5. 
Aim: High level international conference will stress the importance of effective investigation of Hate Crimes, implementation of evidence-based criminal polices coherent with the CoE standards. Furthermore, the event will provide participants with best practices of combating hate crimes across the Europe.
Participants: Around 70: Representatives of the EAP countries and other CoE member states; representatives of national authorities (Ministries of Interior, Prosecutor General Office, Courts, Parliament, Ombudsperson,) and Civil Society organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	VC: ‘Fight Against Discrimination, Hate Crime and Hate Speech in Georgia’ 2018-2021

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	

	 
	




18. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Anti-Discrimination
· Anti-Discrimination Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	A Holistic Approach towards managing diversity, combating discrimination and strengthening social cohesion

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, February 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: The development of coherent and comprehensive strategies for diversity, equality and inclusion within member States is a key challenge for the future of increasingly diverse European societies. Strengthening synergies between CoE monitoring bodies concerned (ECRI, FCNM and ECRML), intergovernmental work (CAHROM), and field programmes on anti-discrimination and minority/migrant inclusion will help offer better assistance to member States in this field. 
Aim: The event will review current practice and put forward proposals for a holistic approach towards managing diversity, combating discrimination and strengthening social cohesion. 
Participants: Around 100 from the 47 member States: representatives of national authorities representatives of local authorities, equality bodies, academia and civil society organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	Some OB resources available, possibility to mobilise some VC resources.

	COMMENTS
	

	 
	








19. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGI - Information Society Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International Conference on the Safety of Journalists

	DATE/PLACE
	November 2019, Borjomi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: Raise awareness on the imperative to ensure safety of journalism to enable freedom of expression. Present results of:

· The study on journalists
· Implementation progress of the recommendation on Safety of Journalists
· Cooperation activities results and proposals
Organised by the Information Society Department

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	€50.000, Ordinary Budget
Pending budget appropriations

	COMMENTS
	Possibly organised jointly with the Media Freedom Platform.

	 
	








20. 

	Directorate/Service
	DG I - Human Rights and Rule of Law

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International Bar Conference for the 100th Anniversary of the Georgian Bar Association

	DATE/PLACE
	November 2019/ Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Lawyers and professional associations of lawyers play a crucial role in ensuring the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. That is why Council of Europe has been providing institutional and capacity building activities to the Georgian Bar Association (“GBA”) as a primary and unique institution responsible for licensing advocates in Georgia for several years.
Aim: Discussion of different topics related to modern bars, including the European Convention on the Profession of Lawyer, which by that time may already be adopted.
Participants: representatives of more than 20 countries will be involved. 

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	PGG 2

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This activity is the part of the project “Support to the Judicial reform in Georgia Phase II” which currently is at an initiation stage, but several activities are already planned.

	
	







21. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG I - Economic Crime and Cooperation Division 

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional Conference on “Use of virtual assets for money laundering/terrorism financing (ML/FT) purposes”

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, April 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The conference proposed, focusing on the new trends in the area of fight against money-laundering, will aim to discuss: types, features and use of virtual assets; latest and emerging trends and risks on EU/global level from use of virtual assets for ML/FT purposes; national/ transnational AML/CFT legal and regulatory mechanisms to prevent such abuses; specific methods to investigate and prosecute ML/ FT cases involving virtual assets; challenges in the tracing, identification, freezing and confiscation of virtual assets. 
Participants: Representatives of EaP Countries from competent AML/CFT regulatory/supervisory institutions; FIUs; competent national AML/CFT Law enforcement agencies and representatives from private sector.
Organised by: 
Council of Europe in Cooperation with the Financial Monitoring Service of Georgia.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	PGG 2

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Activity will enable countries to discuss possible legal and practical steps to prevent the misuse of virtual assets for money laundering and terrorist financing and to take coordinated action in this field on national as well as regional level.

	 
	





22. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG I – Information Society Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional Conference on “Media Pluralism and Media Literacy”

	DATE/PLACE
	TBD/Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: In light of the Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)1 of the Committee of Ministers on media pluralism and transparency of media ownership and considering challenges faced due to disinformation, as well as recent steps of the Georgian authorities on media literacy (establishment of Media Literacy Centre in 2018) Georgia is a perfectly suitable partner for hosting the proposed conference. 
Aim: The event would provide an opportunity for media regulators, academics, international organisations and representatives of governments to exchange views, share experience and look for innovative approaches to collaboration in the areas of media regulation and education.
Participants: media regulators, academics, international organisations and representatives of governments

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Partly from VC and partly from OB

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This activity will be partly covered by the VC project “Supporting Media and Internet Freedom of Georgia” and additional funding needs to be secured under the OB to ensure the regional dimension (Information Society Department). 

	 
	







23. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG II - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional Conference - Money in Politics

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, November 2019

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The question of money in politics is very acute in many countries. Who can or should fund political parties and organisations? What about their electoral campaigns? What level of transparency such funding should achieve? When does in kind support become funding? When is foreign funding acceptable?
This high-level event should tackle such and other relevant issues to more transparent, inclusive and fair electoral processes. 
Participants: About 100 (Georgian authorities and officials from other CoE member States)
Organised by: in partnership with the State Audit Office of Georgia

	STATE OF FUNDING
	Annual event budget secured.
Mainly VC, possibly with OB contribution

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This is an annual event organised in cooperation with the Georgian authorities and the State Audit Office. It has gained a very good reputation in the region (also organised in partnership with OCSE/ODIHR, IDEA and other major international and regional electoral stakeholders)

	 
	







24. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance

	Title of proposed event/activity
	World Forum for Democracy 2019

	DATE/PLACE
	Strasbourg, 6-8 November 2019

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim: The Forum is a CoE annual flagship event in the field of democracy. In 2019, it should deal with the topic of “Information and democracy”. It could be an opportunity to examine current trends and future challenges in our societies where data becomes the main commodity, as well as this evolution’s impact on democracy, its values, principles, but also on stakeholders and processes. 
It is suggested to have a high-level participation from Georgia, in particular as Georgia is very active in Open Government initiatives, including access to information and creation of new forms of 
citizens’ participation.
Participants: About 500 participants from around 100 countries. The event is co-organised by CoE and the French authorities.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Annual event, already in the budget
OB allocation secured, VC from City of Strasbourg, Région Grand Est and French National Government expected

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	The WFD 2018 coincided with the handing over of the CM Chair from Croatia to Finland. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of both countries attended the Closing Session on 21/11/18. The Georgian authorities might wish to follow this example in 2019.

	
	ტარდება ყოველწლიურად. 







25. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance
Department of Democratic Governance, involving:
- INGO Conference

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Participation of the Georgian Chairmanship in the plenary meeting of the Conference of INGOs

	DATE/PLACE
	April 2020, Strasbourg

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Plenary meeting of the Conference of INGOs of which a part is set aside for political dialogue. 
Aim: The participation of the Georgian chairmanship would continue to strengthen interaction between the Committee of Ministers and the Conference of INGOs. 
Participants: INGO Conference members (the INGOs with participatory status with the Council of Europe), national NGOs (invited by the Conference of INGOs), permanent representations, invited experts (selection depends on the themes being addressed).

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	OB

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	

	
	კონფერენცია ტარდება ყოველწლიურად






26. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII- Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance
Department of Democratic Governance, involving:
- INGO Conference

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Event to mark the international NGO Day

	DATE/PLACE
	February 2020, Strasbourg

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: The Georgian Permanent Representative has informed the Democratic Governance Department that participation is on the list of priorities of the Georgian chairmanship. Civil participation in decision-making is one of the main priorities of the Conference of INGOs and the current trend of shrinking civil space in several member States is of major concern to the Conference.
Aim: An event to mark the international NGO Day at the Council of Europe will show the Organisation’s support for European civil society which is considered an essential part of any healthy democracy.
The event could be co-organised by the CoE (Civil Society Division) and the Georgian authorities.
Participants: INGO Conference members (INGOs with participatory status with the Council of Europe), national NGOs, invited experts. 

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	OB

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	This event could complement the Citizens’ Jury activity and conference, case showing two different and complementary forms of participatory practices: direct participation through citizens juries and participation of civil society organisations.

	
	







27. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Youth Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Regional follow-up activity to the 2018 Youth Peace Camp

	DATE/PLACE
	European Youth Centre Budapest or other venue (TBC)

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Young people from Georgia and its armed conflict-affected areas have been major players in the last two Youth Peace Camps. The camp has proven invaluable in engaging young people in dialogue, also regarding the UN Security Council Resolution 2250, and especially in situations where direct communication or meetings are difficult or impossible. This has been particularly true for the Georgian groups.
Aim: Follow-up activity based on preparation carried out by young people during the 2018 Youth Peace Camp. Local/regional-level initiatives have been included in the 2019 Youth for Democracy programme.
Participants: 25 young people, predominantly from Tbilisi, Sukhumi and Tskhinvali

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Partial funding earmarked in Programme Budget 2019
VC to cover additional costs for international travel of participants.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	For previous activities, the Youth Department co-operated with the Directorate of Political Affairs in view of the visa acquirement process for participants from South Ossetia and Abkhazia.

	 
	





28. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Education Department

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Education for Democracy: Developing Practice for Democracy in Europe through Education (meeting of the Education Policy Advisors’ Network)

	DATE/PLACE
	March/April 2020 in Strasbourg or in Tbilisi

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: The democratic mission of education is key to developing and maintaining democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. With the 2020–2021 programme budget, the flagship project on Competences for Democratic Culture (CDC) will be further integrated into the “ordinary” Education activities, and the Education Policy Advisors’ Network (EPAN) will play a key role in the further implementation of the CDC Reference Framework. 
Aim: This meeting of the EPAN will highlight the Georgian experience. It will put the Georgian experience into a European perspective and consider how it can be used in other European countries. 
Participants: The Network of Education Policy Advisors (EPAN)

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	To be included in the programme budget proposal for 2020 – 2021.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	The event could also be integrated into the “Free to Speak, Safe to Learn”: Democratic Schools for All Campaign. The campaign aims to highlight commitment to democratic values and principles in the life and culture of schools by sharing good practices. 
One member of the Campaign Steering Group is the representative of Georgia to the EPAN.

	 
	







29. 


	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Democratic Participation, Cultural Routes

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Official launch of the first EPA “Cultural Routes Country Mapping” document: Cultural Routes in Georgia

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, November/December 2019

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: With a view to better assisting EPA member States to gather information on the implementation of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe programme at national level, the EPA Governing Board approved in 2018 the preparation of “Cultural Routes National Country Mapping” paper. These reports will contain information regarding national legislation, policies and practices in the field of cultural routes development, including financing instruments. 
Aim: The 1st report (on Georgia) will be presented at the EPA Governing Board in April 2019. It is proposed that the report be officially presented in Tbilisi in co-operation with the Ministry of Culture of Georgia during the CM Presidency. Georgia will host the Annual Advisory Forum on Cultural Routes in 2021.
Participants: Ministry of Culture, MFA representatives, cultural routes representatives active in Georgia, tour operators, NGOs, press. EPA on Cultural Routes Chairperson.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Report currently being prepared (to be published April 2019)
Event to be proposed to the national authorities in Georgia. EPA to cover EPA Chairperson travel costs.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Georgia is very active in the Cultural Routes programme, both at the political level during meetings with good participation from national representatives, and at the field level with a wish to establish new Cultural Routes and join existing Routes. 

	 
	




30. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGI - European Social Charter

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International /Regional Conference on the European Social Charter

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi, January-March 2020 (tbc)

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: Strengthening social rights through the European Social Charter and its Collective Complaints system. The proposal is to organise an international /regional conference (in Tbilisi) to take stock of the application of the Charter in the light of the on-going social policy reforms. 
Aim: The aim of the event is to exchange national experiences (among the Government officials, law-makers and judges from a number of States Parties) as regards the implementation of the rights in law and in practice. 
Participants: Representatives from governments of member States, national human rights institutions and civil society organisations.

	STATE OF FUNDING 
	Funding to be determined in light of the budgetary developments but VCs are welcome

	 
	








31. 
	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Anti-Discrimination
· Roma and Travellers Team

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Launch of the Council of Europe post-2019 strategic document on the Inclusion of Roma[footnoteRef:1] and Travellers [1:  The term “Roma and Travellers” is used at the Council of Europe to encompass the wide diversity of the groups covered by the work of the Council of Europe in this field: on the one hand a) Roma, Sinti/Manush, Calé, Kaale, Romanichals, Boyash/Rudari; b) Balkan Egyptians (Egyptians and Ashkali); c) Eastern groups (Dom, Lom and Abdal); and, on the other hand, groups such as Travellers, Yenish, and the populations designated under the administrative term “Gens du voyage”, as well as persons who identify themselves as Gypsies. The present is an explanatory footnote, not a definition of Roma and/or Travellers.] 


	DATE/PLACE
	Strasbourg, early 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: “Thematic Action Plan on the Inclusion of Roma and Travellers” (2016-2019).
Aim: By including Roma in its CM chairmanship priorities, Georgia could help to ensure that Roma and Traveller inclusion remains a priority of the Council of Europe after the end of the current Action Plan.
Georgia can also act as a model for other (neighbouring) countries, since it is quite active regarding Roma policy initiatives. Georgia also hosts various communities (Roma Dom and Lom) allowing the Council of Europe to keep the situation of eastern Roma groups on its agenda.
Participants: Permanent Representations, CAHROM members, international partners (European Commission, FRA, OSCE/ODIHR, UN Agencies, ERTF, OSF, ERIAC, etc.), Roma and Traveller civil society, academia, various CoE entities.

	STATE OF FUNDING
	No funding available yet. To be planned under the CoE Programme and Budget 2020-2021.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	The assessment of the implementation of the Council of Europe Thematic Action Plan on the Inclusion of Roma and Travellers (2016-2019) will feed the upcoming Council of Europe’s post-2019 strategic document on the inclusion of Roma and Travellers, to be submitted to the Committee of Ministers for adoption in 2019. The launch event could be held in early 2020 under Georgian CM chairmanship, in conjunction with a regular CAHROM meeting to be held in Strasbourg to reduce travel costs.  

	 
	



32. 
	Directorate/Service
	DG II - Directorate of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance

	Title of proposed event/activity
	International event for young influencers 
‘To vote is to decide: to decide is cool’ – provisional title

	DATE/PLACE
	April-May 2020 Tbilisi/Kazbegi tbd

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Political relevance: If the long-term trend of declining electoral turnout continues, in 15 years it will be on average less than 50% in Europe. This trend particularly affects the youth, including, but not reserved to, first-time voters. How to reverse it? How to engage, enable and empower the young generation in the electoral process? 
Aim: The event will directly address the absenteeism and propose ways to enhance active younger voters’ participation through the means of social media. The event should be organised in partnership with the Georgian Central Electoral Commission. 
Participants: About 100 participants (depending on available funding): European experts, high-level representatives of local, regional and central authorities of Georgia and other member States, youth representatives and young influencers from member states and possibly beyond.

	STATE OF FUNDING
	Partially secured: VC/OB tbd

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Series of training events and other activities targeting primo voters have been already implemented in Georgia and other member states. This event will be built on their results and show innovative ways of improving youth participation in elections. 




33. 
	
	POMPIDOU (Co-operation Group to Combat Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking in Drugs)

	DATE/PLACE
	The event could take place in the end of 2019 or in the beginning of 2020.

	SHORT DESCRIPTION 

	Suggestions: 
- Continuation of activities focusing on alternatives to punishment.
-  Therapeutic Communities in prisons
-  Support for the Atlantis rehabilitation programme

The Pompidou Group and your Ministry could partner-up for such an event. As in the past, we can provide assistance in organising the event (both logistic and substance). From you, we would need advice regarding relevant topics and the participants of the event.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	

	  
	ევროპის საბჭომ შესთავაზა იუსტიციის სამინისტროს




34. 
	
	CAHROM (Ad hoc Committee of Experts on Roma and Traveller Issues)

	Title of proposed event/activity
	CAHROM Plenary Meeting

	DATE/PLACE
	Tbilisi or any other town 

	SHORT DESCRIPTION 

	· Council of Europe is covering the costs of travel of 41 member states and per diems (which includes meals and accommodation);
· Council of Europe is covering the costs of simultaneous interpretation of 3 languages EN, FR and Romani, their travel, per diems and fees (CoE is making a direct contract with interpreters for those languages)
· Council of Europe is covering costs of Secretariat missions (usually 3 members from the Roma and Travellers Team, travel and per diems) 
It is preferable to have all participants in the same hotel, if this is possible. Sometime, the venue of the meeting is also a conference room of the same hotel. In any case, it should be suggested at least 3 possible hotels. The Council of Europe could make a direct contract with one of them for the accommodation of CAHROM members.

	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	In general, the host country is covering the costs of the meeting room (for 80 persons minimum) + 1 extra meeting room (for up to 40 participants) for 1 day during the parallel working groups, interpretation equipment (3 booths – standards attached, 1 for EN/FR, 1 for EN/Romani, 1 for EN/Georgian if needed), filed visit organisation and travel to the site (if there is one). Host country can offer, but this is not obligatory, a dinner or a lunch for all participants (1 only) as well as a lunch during the field visit, if there is one, in order not to lose too much time looking for a restaurant. In this case, CAHROM members will not receive per diem for these meals; you may also wish to offer coffee breaks, but this is not an obligation; production of name plates and badges for all participants;

	  
	ევროპის საბჭომ შესთავაზა  შერიგებისა და სამოქალაქო ინტეგრაციის საკითხებში სახელმწიფო მინისტრის აპარატს







35. 

	Directorate/Service
	DGII - Directorate of Anti-Discrimination
· EPAS (Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport)

	Title of proposed event/activity
	Conference on Sport and Human Rights

	DATE/PLACE
	Strasbourg, (or Geneva, as a side-event to the Human Rights Council), one or two days, in March 2020

	SHORT DESCRIPTION (including aim, political relevance, participants, co-organisers)
(max 10 lines)
	Aim:
Follow-up of the Tbilisi Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport 
Promotion of the Tbilisi Declaration

Participants:
· Human Rights experts
· Expert from Sports Ministries
· Sport Officials
Activists from NGOs involved in the promotion of Human Rights in Sport.


	STATE OF FUNDING (Secured/Not secured /Partially)
	Could take place within the framework of the EPAS programme of activities.

	COMMENTS
(max 5 lines)
	Cooperation with the Monitoring group of the anti-doping Convention (T‑DO) (to cover the “fair trial/access to justice” issue in anti-doping cases) will be proposed.
Possible cooperation with the International Centre for Human Rights and Sport. Possible promotion of the HELP online training kit

	  
	[bookmark: _GoBack]ევროპის საბჭომ შესთავაზა საქართველოს განათლების, მეცნიერების, კულტურისა და სპორტის სამინისტროს
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Concept paper.docx
Concept Paper on

Links between the Human Rights and Environmental Protection





1. European Convention on Human Rights and Environmental Protection



1.1 Introduction



It is fascinating to examine the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in the light of its potential to be used for environmental protection. The ECHR does not mention the environment and it is not specifically designed to provide general protection of the environment as such. However the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) has interpreted the provisions of the ECHR in the context of environmental issues. As a result, the ECtHR has produced a body of environmental jurisprudence in which the “greening” of existing rights of the ECHR has taken place.



The Council of Europe has produced a number of relevant publications on Human Rights and Environmental Protection as well as a Charter on General Principles for Protection of the Environment and Sustainable Development. The main work on environmental and biodiversity conservation is carried out in the framework of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention). 

The European Landscape Convention notes that landscape has an important public interest role in cultural, ecological, environmental and social fields. Landscape constitutes a resource that is favourable to economic activity, the protection, management and planning of which can contribute to job creation. The activities developed in the Working Programmes contribute to the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals.







1.2 Articles 8 of the ECHR



The ECtHR has interpreted Article 8 of the ECHR to protect individuals against environmental harms (see, for example, the case Lopez Ostrea v. Spain, the case Fadeyeva v. Russia, the case Guerra and Others v. Italy; and Hatton and Others v. UK). 



More specifically, Article 8 of the ECHR can be violated by environmental harm arising from private industries. The case law of the ECtHR suggest that the right to respect for private and home life under Article 8 may be violated when actual nuisances such as toxic emissions, noise or smell affect individuals, even without seriously endangering the health and when states fail to take adequate measures. Violation of domestic law, including legislation on access to environmental information and environmental impact assessment is a factor which is taken into account by the ECtHR. An actual environmental harm is not a pre-condition for a violation of Article 8 when the government fails to release crucial safety and environmental information to local residents threatened by severe pollution. However, the lack of access to environmental information that are held by public authorities may be sufficient for a violation of Article 8. This means that Article 8 is being interpreted in certain situations to encompass the right to access to environmental information held by public authorities. In the case of big economic actors causing pollution, a state may strike a fair balance between competing interests of individuals and the economic well-being of the country by paying for the resettlement of individuals from polluted areas or by taking certain mitigating measures.



In addition to the above, Article 8 of the ECHR is interpreted to include procedural safeguards as well. Namely, when assessing the proportionality of interferences of nuisances with the right under Article 8 of the Convention, the ECtHR takes into account the following factors: did the public authorities assess adverse environmental impacts of complex environmental decisions? did the government provide access to potentially affected individuals to information on environmental impacts of decisions? did the government provide the possibility for individuals concerned to participate in decision-making in environmental matters? did the judiciary provide the possibility for affected individuals to challenge decisions of the public authorities?



1.3 Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 of the ECHR



The ECtHR has established in its case law that obligation under Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 of the ECHR may require states to protect individuals against environmental harms and that failure of the state to take adequate measures for the prevention of industrial nuisance may constitute a violation of Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 (see for example, Öneryildiz v. Turkey).



More specifically, the right to property under Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 may be violated when environmental nuisances affect it and when the property declines in value. Environmental nuisances may be grave enough to amount to a de facto expropriation. However, a state may strike a fair balance by providing adequate compensation. It can be argued that the right of access to information on environmental risks held by public authorities, similarly to Article 8, arises also from Article 1 of Protocol No. 1.



1.4 Article 10 of the ECHR



The ECHR may have a more indirect effect on the environmental sphere: freedom of expression under Article 10 can be applied for environmental protection (see, for example, the case Bladet Tromsø and Stensaas v. Norway).



More specifically, the right to freedom of expression under Article 10 protects the substance of opinions, as well as the form in which they are expressed. Therefore, Article 10 protects the expression of opinions on environmental issues, including expression of such opinions in the form of public protest and demonstration. It can be argued that Article 10 may apply to stakeholders wishing to express their views on the environmental impact of a proposed project within the environmental assessment (EA) procedure. 



1.5 Article 11 of the ECHR



The right to freedom of assembly under Article 11 of the Convention can be applied for environmental protection. This right may be applied by individuals to the extent that changes to environmental law or policy are argued for through public protest rather than lobbying. The freedom of assembly can be exercised in the form of protest demonstrations. Therefore it can be argued that the scope of freedom of a peaceful assembly under Article 11 allows for the protection of assemblies dedicated to issues of environmental protection.



1.6 Article 6 (1) of the ECHR



The procedural right to access to court under Article 6, paragraph 1 of the ECHR has been discussed by the ECtHR in cases involving environmental aspects. However the application of this right is limited to the determination of (a) “civil rights and obligations” within the meaning of the ECHR or (b) a criminal charge against an individual, and it does not provide for the general right to apply to a court for all violations of law. For example, since the right to property is considered by the ECtHR as a “civil right”, in the case Zander v. Sweden, the ECtHR found a violation of Article 6 on account of the rejection of the judicial review of a decision threatening environmental harm to the property of the applicant.  



1.7 Principle of Proportionality and Environmental Protection



In addition to the above, the ECHR can be used for environmental protection in the following way: environmental protection can be considered as of general interest to the community justifying the restrictions in the exercise of the qualified rights of the Convention. The ECtHR has stated that “in today’s society the protection of the environment is an increasingly important consideration” and has established that environmental protection may coincide with the “public interest” of a community. 



2. Environmental Ethics 



There are two strains in environmentalism – “shallow ecology” and “deep ecology”. “Shallow” ecology is anthropocentric, because it claims that the earth is instrumental to human ends and that humans are “the sole reference point of value”. “Deep ecology” is ecocentric, since it claims that nature has an intrinsic value, in its own right, irrespective of its use value to human beings. The “anthropocentric” approach has been subject to criticism by ecological theorists, since they believe that such an approach is not comprehensive. It should be taken into consideration that human rights approach to environmental protection, as developed by the case law of the ECtHR, can be subject to criticism in terms of environmental ethics: namely it can be argued that such an approach is based solely on an “anthropocentric” view. 



However, the Council of Europe is a unique regional organization in terms of environmental ethics – it serves purposes of both strains of environmentalism as ecocentric as well as anthropocentric. More precisely, the Council of Europe a) enables securing certain standards of environmental protection through interpretation of the ECHR for protection of individuals against environmental harms and b) provides its own policies and standards in the field of protection of nature for its own value (e.g. the Bern Convention). 

The Bern Convention has a long standing experience to assist member States in implementing the complementary approaches described above. The strength of the Convention resides in the commitment of the Parties towards its implementation, as well as in the possibility for civil society organisations and the scientific community to contribute to its monitoring. The monitoring mechanism is composed of a wide range of tools fully accessible to Parties, observers, and private citizens. Among these tools, the most important are the reports from parties, and the case-file system.

[image: https://www.coe.int/coe-2014-theme/images/spacer.png]The case-file system, dating back to 1984, is a unique monitoring tool based on complaints for possible breaches of the Convention that can be submitted by NGOs or even private citizens. The complaints so received are processed by the Secretariat, the Bureau and the Standing Committee. When the Standing Committee or its Bureau considers that further information is needed, they can arrange for on-the-spot visits by independent experts, who report to the Standing Committee.

The case-file system gives an opportunity to the authorities, the NGOs, the scientists and the citizens to access to the same information and to express their views to find a suitable solution. This inclusive and participatory approach has proven to be a very successful problem solving instrument in case of conflicts between development projects and nature conservation.

3. Council of Europe and Environmental Protection



Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

The Bern Convention is a binding international legal instrument in the field of nature conservation, covering most of the natural heritage of the European continent and extending to some States of Africa.

It is the only regional Convention of its kind worldwide, and aims to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats, as well as to promote European co-operation in this field. The treaty also takes account of the impact that other policies may have on natural heritage and recognises the intrinsic value of wild flora and fauna, which needs to be preserved and passed to future generations.

Fifty-one countries and the European Union have already signed up to the Convention and committed to promoting national conservation policies, considering the impact of planning and development on the natural environment, promoting education and information on conservation, and coordinating research.

The Bern Convention substantially contributes to the achievement of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity as well as to several UN Sustainable Development Goals.



Other Council of Europe Conventions



Convention on Civil Liability for Damage resulting from Activities Dangerous to the Environment



Convention on the Protection of Environment through Criminal Law



European Landscape Convention



4. Possible further steps of the Council of Europe in the field of Environmental Protection 



[bookmark: _GoBack]CM guidelines/standards/principles on responsibility of states for environmental harm arising from private industries and on fair compensation for environmental nuisance affecting property.
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